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« The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 03 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
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earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) D Claim(s) is/are pending in the application. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shaii have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application fiied in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being unpatentable by Helm 
et al (20020067710). 

3. Regarding claim 1 Helm et al teaches a communications system for transmitting 
information signals to a first plurality of receivers upon request, and for transmitting 
parasitic data to a second plurality of receivers, said communications system 
comprising (abstract, figs. 1-2): 

a transmitter for transmitting an information signal to at least one of the first 
plurality of receivers on an assigned frequency selected from among a plurality of 
available frequencies, in response to a request to transmit received from a user of said 
communications system (paragraphs # 0027-0029); and 

said transmitter for transmitting parasitic data to at least one of the second 
plurality of receivers on a heretofore unoccupied frequency selected from among the 
plurality of available frequencies (paragraphs # 001 1 ), and wherein the parasitic data 
transmission is interrupted if the selected frequency is required for transmitting an 
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information signal to one of the first plurality of receivers (paragraphs # 001 1 , 
0032,0033). 

Regarding claim 5 Helm et al teaches a trunked radio repeater system including 
a trunked radio repeater and a plurality of portable radios for communicating bi- 
directionally with each other via said trunked radio repeater, wherein the trunked radio 
repeater system further includes plural working channels, said trunked radio repeater 
system further including a plurality of parasitic receivers operating on a secondary 
basis to the plurality of portable radios, said trunked radio repeater system comprising 
(abstract, figs. 1-2): 

a first controller for receiving a request from one of the plurality of portable radios 
to transmit an information signal to at least one other of the plurality of portable radios, 
and in response thereto for assigning a working channel to carry the information signal 
(paragraphs # 0027-0029); and 

a second controller responsive to said first controller for transmitting parasitic 
data to one or more of the plurality of parasitic receivers on an unoccupied working 
channel (paragraphs # 001 1 , 0032,0033). 

As to claim 19 it is considered the claim is rejected for the same reason as set 
forth in claim 1. 

Regarding claims 2,6 and 14 Helm et al teaches wherein the parasitic data is 
transmitted in the form of digital data packets (paragraphs # 0016). 

Regarding claims 3,7 and 21 Helm et al teaches wherein each of the first plurality 
of receivers includes a transmitting apparatus, and wherein a user of one of the first 
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plurality of receivers requests a frequency assignment over which the information 
signal is transmitted from the requesting user to at least one other of the first plurality of 
receivers (paragraphs # 0027-0033). 

Regarding claims 4,8 Helm et al teaches wherein the users of the first plurality of 
receivers provide public services (paragraphs # 0014,0017,0022). 

Regarding claim 9 Helm et al teaches wherein a signal is transmitted from the 
trunked radio repeater to at least one of the plurality of parasitic receivers, wherein said 
signal assigns a working channel on which the parasitic receiver can transmit to the 
trunked radio repeater (paragraphs # 001 1 ,0027-0029). 

Regarding claim 10 Helm et al teaches including an outbound control channel for 
carrying the signal assigning the working channel assignment (paragraphs # 0016). 

Regarding claim 1 1 Helm et al teaches wherein each working channel includes 
an inbound frequency and an outbound frequency, and wherein the inbound frequency 
to be used for transmitting to the trunked radio repeater from one of the plurality of 
parasitic receivers is the inbound frequency of the working channel on which the 
parasitic receiver last received parasitic data (paragraphs # 0016,0032-0033). 

Regarding claim 12 Helm et al teaches wherein the second controller transmits 
an outbound frequency assignment signal to at least one of the plurality of parasitic 
receivers, in response to which the at least one parasitic receiver tunes to the assigned 
outbound frequency and thereafter receives the parasitic data on the assigned 
outbound frequency (paragraphs # 001 1-0013). 

Regarding claims 13,15 Helm et al teaches wherein the parasitic data 
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includes address information, wherein each one of the plurality of parasitic 
receivers has an address, wherein the parasitic data is transmitted to all of 
the plurality of parasitic receivers, but only the parasitic receiver having an 
address matching the address information in the parasitic data responds to the 
parasitic data (paragraphs # 0026, 0021). 

Regarding claims 16,17,20 Helm et al teaches wherein when the first 
controller assigns a working channel that is in use transmitting parasitic 
data, the parasitic data transmission is terminated and the working channel is 
relinquished for transmitting an information signal (paragraphs # 001 1,0032-0033). 

Regarding claims 18,22 Helm et al teaches wherein the termination of 
the parasitic data transmission before completion thereof causes the parasitic 
data to be stored and transmitted at a later time (paragraphs # 0024,0029). 



4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Helm et al (20020067710), Barnes et al (63741 15) and Childress 
et al (5483670) teach channel assignments for both reception and transmission 
frequencies are provided. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KHAWAR IQBAL whose telephone number is 703-306- 
3015. 



Conclusion 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, BANKS-HAROLD, MARSHA, can be reached at 703-305-4379. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314 (for Technology Center 2684 only) 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 

proceeding should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer 
Service Office whose telephone number is (703) 306-0377. 
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